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The embodiments of the invention in which, an exclusive 
property or privilege is claimed are defined as follows: 

# 

t . Patient gas delivery apparatus including a mask adapted for communication 
5 with a patient's airways, & ge* flow gen&racor find gas delivery conduit means, furtbrz- 
including an assembly connected in $ erica between the conduit means and the mask, 
said assembly being fanned in at least two parte connected by inter engaging 
connecting means, said assembly 'further including means for connection to the mask, 
wherein connection of the assembly to the mask prevents disengagement of the 
10 interBugagbg connecting means such that said at least two parts of the assembly 
cannot separate whilst the assembly h connected to the mask. 

2* Patient gas delivery apparatus according to claim 1 wherein said intcrengaging 
connecting means includes detent means on a first of said parts of the assembly, said 
15 detent means reieasably engaging a second of said parts of the assembly and being 
held in engaged positron by the mask whilst the assembly is connected to the mask. 

■ 

• 

3 . Patient gas delivery appatatu* according to claim 2 wherein said first and 
second parts form a housing for a flow sensor o r said apparatus. 

4. Patient gas delivery apparatus according to claim 2 wherein said first and 
second parts form a housing for an anti-asphyxia valve member, 

5. Patient gas delivery apparatus according to claim 4 wherein said housing has at 
25 least one vent which is closed by said valve member during normal operation of said 

apparatus, opening when pressure falls below & predetermined pressure. 

6. Patient gas delivery apparatus according to claim 2 wherein said second part 
includes said mean* for connection of the assembly to the mask. 

7. Patient gas delivery apparatus according to claim $ vhereb said means for 
connection to the musk includes a mating portion for insertion Into an aperture of the 
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mask and locking means attachable to said mating portion from an inner side of the 
mask so as to prevent withdrawal of the mating portion from said aperture, said detent 
mean* Wing prevented from disengagement from said second port whilst a aid mating 
portion is inserted in said aperture* 

8. Patient gas delivery apparatus according to claim 7 wherein said detent means 
is prevented ihrai said disengagement by contact with the mask. 

9. Patient gas delivery apparatus according to claim 8 wherein, die deaart means 

1 0 U resillently biased in a radial direction relative to a common axis of said aperture and 
said mating ponton such that the detent means engages behind a respective formation 
on said second part and wherein opposite radial movement of stud detent means to 
disengage from said second part is prevented by said contact 

15 10. Patient gas delivery apparatus according e*> claim 9 wherein said 
disengagement it prevented by a proj eetion on the mask. 

1 1. Patient gas delivery apparatus according to claim 10 wherein said projection 
Includes a projecting rim surrounding said aperture. 

♦ 

20 " 

12. Patient gss delivery apparatus according to claim 1 wherein said means for 
connection of the assembly to the mask includes Lacking means luxated un an wo or 
side of said mask, such that substantial removal of the mask from the patient is a 
prerequisite for disconnection of die assembly from the mask and disengagement of 

2.5' said mterengagexnent means. 

* 

13. Patient gas delivery apparatus according bo claim 1 wherein a distal end of the 
assembly includes rotatable coupling means for connection of the conduit 

30 1 4, Patient gas delivery apparatus according to claim 13 wherein the mask end rite 
conduit arc not adapted for direct intccconneccion without the assembly. 
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1 5 . An ass emb ly for connrciion m series between a gas delivery conduit means 
and a patient mask in a patient gas delivery apparatus, the assembly bsing formed in at 
least cwo pails oonnected by 'interengaging connecting means, said cssemMy further 
including means for connection to tbc mask* wherein eormcctEc-n of the assembly to 

5 the mask prevents disengagement of tlte inter engaging coiutecljng means, such that 
said at least two parts of the assembly cannot separate tfKIUt tire assembly U 
connected to the tnaafc 

16. An assembly according to claim 5 5, further including an anti-asphyxia valve 
10 xncn^bsr housed in said assembly- 
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1 An assembly according to claim 16 wherein said assembly has at least one 
v«nt r said valve member being adapted to close said vent during normal operation of 
the apparatus and to open when pressure falls below a predetermined pressure. 
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Patient gas delivery apparatus includes a gas flow generator, a gas delivery conduit and a 
patient mask (10). Connected in series between the conduit and the mask is an assembly (20) 
formed in at least two interengaging parts (26,28), which may form a housing for an anti- 
asphyxia valve or flow sensor. The assembly further includes a mating portion (22) for 
connection to the mask, the arrangement being such that connection of the assembly (20) to 
the mask (10) prevents disengagement of the interengaging connection (42,44) between the 
two parts of the assembly. 
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*** Note: Data on abstracts and claims is shown in the official language in which it was 
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